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Neanderthal skull belonged to a race of Celts, who are by no means 
an extinct race ; it was therefore far more possible and likely that the 
abnormal form was produced by the closing of the sutures than that 
the skull was the " missing link " between man and the lower 
animals. He considered the Neanderthal skull, as an indication of 
race, to be "lost, lost, irretrievably lost." 
The meeting then adjourned. 



March 20th, 1866. 
James Hunt, Esq., Ph.D., F.S.A., F.E.S.L., President, in the Chaie. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and confirmed. 

The following gentlemen were announced to have been elected 
fellows and Local Secretaries : — Thomas Wilkinson, Esq., 7, Falkner- 
street, Liverpool; Joseph Gill, Esq., Lagos, W. Africa; Robinson 
Hudson, Esq., L.R.C.S., Southampton ; Lieut. Wilberforce Clarke, 
R.E., Stanton Rectory, Wmchcombe, Gloucester. Local Secretary. — 
Henry Mills, Esq., F.R.G.S., Abbeokuta, W. Africa. 

The donations to the library since the last meeting were announced 
as under : — Lawrence, Blumenbach ; Blumenbach, Abbilclungen natur 
historischer Gegenstande ; Gabet, Trait6 elementaire de lliomme ; 
Bory de St. Vincent, Essai Zoologique sur le genre humain ; Cabanis, 
Rapports du physique et du moral ; Hodgson, Aborigines of India ; 
Lacepkle, Histoire Naturelle de l'homme ; Tableau natural des rap- 
ports qui existent entre Dieu et l'Univers ; Haworth, Anatomy ; 
Stewart, Philosophy of Sense ; Williams, Missionary Enterprises in 
the South Sea Islands ; Rivero and Tschudi, Peruvian Antiquities ; 
White, Regular Gradation in Man ; Wilson, Missionary Voyage to 
South Pacific ; Forster, Voyage Round the World ; Jan-old, Form 
and Colour of Man ; Marsden, History of Sumatra ; LacepMe, Ages 
de la Nature ; Camper, Orang-outang ; H. Spencer, Principles of 
Biology ; Stuart ii Kuyber, Der Mensch ; de Luc, Letters of Geology ; 
Frankenaer, Palingenesia ; Reaumur, Art of hatching Fowls ; Der- 
ham, Physico-Theology ; Leslie, Early Races of Scotland ; Strauss, 
Life of Jesus. (The above works presented by T. Bendyshe, Esq., 
V.P.A.S.L.) Transactions of the Ethnol. Society, vol. iv (the So- 
ciety) ; Smithsonian Report, 1864 (the Institution) ; Eisotheism (the 
author) ; Social Science Review (G. A. Hutchison, Esq.) ; Girdle 
worn by Mpongwe women (R. B. N. Walker, Esq.) ; Food, use, and 
beauty of British Birds (C. 0. Groom Napier, Esq.) ; J. E. Morgan, 
Esq., Danger of Deterioration of Race (the author) ; Remarkable 
Embassies of the East India Company of the United Netherlands to 
Japan (A. Higgins, Esq.). 

Mr. C. Carter Blake directed attention to a collection of skulls 
on the table, and to some bronze implements which he said Captain 
Tupper would explain. 

Captain A. C. Tupper said : We are indebted to Mr. Layton, jun. 
(now present) for the exhibition of the specimens upon the table, and I 
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hope that the members will determine whether these skulls are Roman 
or British. It. is most interesting to remark that the locality in which 
these human remains are dredged up, together with bronze swords, 
spear heads, daggers, celts, stone as well as metal, also British 
pottery (no Samian ware), iron implements, bone hammers, stags' 
antlers, etc., is the Thames at Kew ; all these relics of the olden 
time having been obtained within one mile of either side of the 
bridge. Many bronze leaf-shaped swords are met with in the gravel 
formation at Battersea, where antiquaries suppose a battle must have 
taken place ; the distance between that place and Kew is eight miles 
by water, and I do not think that an engagement could have been sus- 
tained so long for such a distance, as in those early times all that 
part of the country was marsh and scrub-wood, quite unsuited for a 
fight. Possibly these skulls may have belonged to those brave men 
who defended or tried to pass the ford, the river being only a few 
feet deep at high water ; that there was a contention here is evident 
from one of the crania having two sword cuts upon the left parietal 
bone. Quantities of human bones are met with by the dredgermen, 
who have great fear and superstitious dread of such articles, so, 
whenever a skull or other osseous fragment appears in the buckets, 
they are at once heaved overboard. I mention this in order that we 
may fully appreciate Mr. Layton's dexterity in obtaining, and his 
kindness in submitting this collection to the Society. I conclude 
these remarks by stating that he is ready to answer any questions as 
regards locality, but he leaves us to determine the anthropological 
distinctions of the eleven skulls now before us. 

On the motion of the President the thanks of the Society were 
given to Captain Tupper and Mr. Layton. 

Mr. C. Carter Blake said it was only on the previous Saturday 
that the specimens had been placed in his possession for exhibition at 
the meeting, and he regretted that he could only offer the result of a 
cursory examination of them himself. He hoped at some future 
time to lay before the Society a more accurate explanation than he 
could now give. There were eleven skulls, two of which were similar 
to those of Gallo-Roman type derived by our President from St. Acheul. 
There was another of them, very interesting, as it exhibited a pecu- 
liarity of ancient British skulls, and noted by Dr. Thurnam, who had 
stated that in a large number of those skulls it was observed the sutures 
had been closed at an early period of life, producing an abnormal 
form. The skull on the table, to which he referred, was a similar 
example of the early closing of the sutures, which produced the class 
of skull called by Thurnam klinocephalic. The skulls generally 
resembled those of early British, but two were Roman, and one was 
something like the skulls from the " river beds." One of the skulls was 
very much marked by sword cuts, but it could not be determined by 
what kind of implement the cuts had been made, or whether they 
might have been made by the bronze swords found near the same 
place, which were certainly Roman. Only four of the skulls pre- 
sented distinctly identifiable characters at a first glance. Two there 
vol. iv. h 



cxxx Journal of the Anthropological Society. 

were certainly Roman ; one was associated with Celtic skulls in cha- 
racter, and one resembled the river-bed skulls, which might possibly 
have preceded the " Celtic " race. 

At the request of the President, Mr. Layton consented to allow the 
specimens to remain in the possession of the Society for a short time 
to allow of their being more carefully examined. 

The following paper was then read : Notice of the Prodis and the 
so-called Picts' Houses of Orkney. By George Petrie. (This paper 
will appear at length in the Memoirs.) 

The author pointed out that besides the ordinary barrows or grave- 
mounds in Orkney, there were many tumuli which were ancient 
structures, and which were indiscriminately grouped by the natives 
under the title of Pict's House. Several varieties of these structures 
were known in Orkney, the author classifying them as " brochs " and 
as "Picts' houses." The former are circular towers of fifty to seventy 
feet diameter, and sixteen to seventeen feet high. The circular wall 
around them forms two concentric walls, with a gallery or jmssage 
between them, similar to that found in the Zetland brochs, which 
are less ruinous than those of Orkney. The nearly perfect broch of 
Mousa, in Zetland, is upwards of forty feet high. Mr. Petrie de- 
scribed the broch in the Isle of Burray, giving careful measurements 
of the compartments therein, and containing articles of stone, bone, 
bronze, and iron, the latter having been probably accidentally in- 
troduced. He drew no conclusion as to the age of the broch of 
Burray ; but in the case of the broch of Okstro, in the parish of 
Birsay, the order of superposition of stone kists belonging to the 
bronze age, in soil above the ruins of the broch, led to the inference 
that the broch itself was older than the stone kists found above it. 
Forty brochs at least were known in Orkney, and these were also to 
be found in several of the northern counties of Scotland. The 
Picts' house, on the other hand, is of a conical form, externally re- 
sembling a large bowl-shaped barrow. Its masonry is solid, and its 
entrance is by a long, low, narrow passage, the walls converging to 
the top ; no implements are found in the Picts' houses, but the bones 
of domestic animals are plentifully found therein. Mr. Petrie con- 
sidered that the Picts' houses were tombs, or chambered cairns or 
barrows. He stated his opinion that Maes-howe was a structure of 
this class, and concluded by pointing out that the discovery of cer- 
tain uniform characters inscribed on the brochs, the Picts' houses, 
and the barrows, suggested the idea that they were the remains of the 
same people. 

The President proposed the thanks of the Society to Mr. Petrie, 
their zealous and able Local Secretary in the Orkney Islands. The 
paper was the continuation of a subject that had been brought before 
the Society by Mr. Laing in which he considered the prehistoric 
remains of Caithness. A report on the same subject had been made 
by Mr. Anderson and Mr. Shearer, which lie called on Mr. Blake to 



